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On Friday, February 13, 1761. 


Die _—_ 16 Feb. 1761. 
Ordered, 3 5 
V the Lords Spiritual and nba, in 

Parliament aſſembled, That the Thanks 
of this Houſe be, and are hereby, given to the 
Lord Biſhop of Briſtol, for the Sermon by him 


preached before this Houſe on Friday laſt, in 


the Abby- Church, Weſiminſter; and he is hereby 
deſired to cauſe the Ame f to by Net printed 
and publiſhed. 


Aſbley Cowper, Cler. Parliamentor. 


SERMON 


LoRDs Spiritual and Temporal 
IN THE 
ABBY-CHURCH, WESTMINSTER, 
ON 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 1761. 


Being the Day appointed by his 
MAJESTY's PROCLAMATION 


FOR A 


General FasT and HUMILIATION. 
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PROVERBS xxi. 30, 31. 


There is no wiſdom, nor under ſtanding, nor 

| counſel againſt the Lord. 'The horſe is 
prepared againſt the day of battle: but 
. ſafety is of the Lord. 


Full perſuaſion of, and an entire confidence in 
Divine Providence, is the foundation of all 
our prayers for bleſſings private or national; 
it being moſt vain and ſenſeleſs to make our 
addreſſes to the throne of God, unleſs we believe Him 
always ſuperintending, and always directing the affairs 
of this world; having ſo ordered the ſtated courſe of 
nature, as that in its regular operations it ſhall anſwer 
His general purpoſes; yet ſometimes more immediately 
making viſible His over-ruling power, in the diſpoſing 
of thoſe great events, which produce the proſperity or 
adverſity, the glory or decay of mighty nations. 

The Old Teſtament containeth an inſtructive account 
of that moſt extraordinary Providence of God, which 
Ile manifeſted in the government and protection of His 

choſen people. And becauſe Solomon had ſen many 

ſignal marks of the divine interpoſition, it is probable 


3 that 
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that ſeveral of his proverbial ſentences may have more 
immediate relation to the Jewiſh ſtate than to the more 
general experience of the world. 

Thus the words now before us cannot but call to our 
minds the particular promiſes of God, to be an the ſide 
of that people; when if engaged in war they ſhould be 
in an actual ſtate of obedience to His poſitive injunctions; 
to thoſe injunctions eſpecially of not multiplying their 
horſes for battle, like other nations. Vet no propoſition 
can be more imply and abſolutely true than that of the 
Text, that there is no wiſdom nor underſtanding nor 
counſel againſt the Lord, and that although the horſe is 
prepared againſt the battle, yet ſafety is of the Lord. 
This followeth, as a neceſſary inference, from the 
Omnipreſence and other infinite perfections of God; 
which not only imply (in oppoſition to the fooliſh 
philoſophy of old times) the truth of a Divine 
Providence, but ſhould teach us to look up to it for 
aſſiſtance, as men and as citizens, with the ſtrongeſt 
aſſurance of our being under the protection and care 
of infinite wiſdom, power, and goodneſs. 

What then is it which reaſon and ſcripture. teach us 
concerning a point of ſo great importance, and upon 
which ſo much muſt depend? Now the Omnipreſence 
of God may be conſidered in a view merely philo- 
ſophical, or in a view much more intereſting, extending 
itſelf to our religious concerns. We may underſtand by 
it the actual exiſtence of the Deity in every point of 


I | infinite 
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infinite . or we may underſtand by it, that by 
ſome incomprehenſible means God is preſent with us 
in ſpirit, ſo as to view the actions and penetrate all the 
thoughts of man; and in which- ſo- ever of theſe ways 
we conſider that divine perfection, there are abundant 
teſtimonies for the confirmation of it. 

That abſolute neceſſity of exiſtence, by which God 18 
in all times, holds equally true in regard to all places, 
and ſerves to demonſtrate His unlimited preſence in the 
fulleſt and moſt ample manner. And the ſame may be 
evinced ſufficiently to all religious purpoſes, even from 
the conſideration of our own nature. For we are all 
conſcious that we are dependant and accountable ; 
dependant upon the power of God for our Being, and 
accountable to His juſtice for our behaviour; ſo that, as 
ſure as there is a Being to whom we are accountable, ſo 
ſure it is' that He muſt be ſo far preſent with us as 
perfectly to know every one of our deeds, words, or 
thoughts: and again, as ſure as our exiſtence is but the 
continued effect of the ſame conſtant and never-failing 
cauſe, the will and power of the Deity, ſo ſure it is 
that that cauſe can never be virtually abſent from us. 

And although ſpeculations of this kind are not con- 
ſiſtent with the employments of and want of leiſure in 
ſome, nor adapted to the capacities of others, yet holy 
writ is open to all, and doth moſt plainly make known 
to us, and moſt ſtrongly urge upon us the fame im- 
portant truth. 
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When Solomon "the King dedicated the temple 
which he had built — but (ſaid he) will God indeei dwell 
on the earth ? Behold, the heaven, and heaven of heavens 
cannot contain thee. — The word of the Lord which came 
to Jeremiah ſaith — Am Ta God at hand and not afar off? 
Do not I fill heaven and earth? — So likewiſe St. Paul, 
preaching to the Athenians, tells them, that God would 
have all nations ſeek Him, if haply they might feel after | 
Him and find Him, though (faith he) He 'be not far 


[rom every one of us; for in Him we live, and move, and 


have our Being. Nor can there be a more explicit 
teſtimony imagined than that pſalm of David, equally 
pious and ſublime— O Lord, thou haſt ſearched me out 
and known me; thou knoweſt my down-fittmg and mine 
up-rifing ; thou underſtandeſt my thought afar off ; thou 
compaſſeſt my path and my lying-down, and art acquainted 
ith all my ways. Here, in the opening of his hymn, 
the good king acknowledgeth himſelf beſet on all ſides 


by the preſence of God, extending itſelf all around us 


upon earth, reaching to our walks abroad and retire- 
ments at home, and from which neither 'the buſineſs 
of the day nor the privacy of the night can ſereen us. 
But warmed with the thought he purſues it ſtill farther. 
In his imagination he becomes capable of ſoaring to the 


greateſt height above the ſurface of the earth, of ſinking 


down towards its centre, of flying to its utmoſt borders, 


yet not of avoiding the prefence of God. I aſcend 
up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, 
(in 


— — —— — — — — — 
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(in the. par that is, of the earth) behold, thou art 
there: if I take the wings of the morning, and dwell 


in the uttermoſt parts of the ſea, even there ſhall thy hand 
lead me, and thy right hand ſhall hold me. Theres are no 
poſſible dimenſions that can bound thee. Thou filleſt 


immenſity of length, breadth, and depth. 7/hither 


then ſhall I. go from thy ſpirit, or whither ſhall I flee 
from thy preſence? 


Thus reaſon and ſcripture teach us, that we are con- 
ſtantly under the all-ſeeing eye of God. Can we ſup- 
poſe now, that God, infinitely wiſe and powerful, will 
be as it were a careleſs and inactive ſpectator of his own 
works? indifferent to their good or ill, or even to their 
preſervation ? infinitely happy in himſelf, and, upon that 
very account, inattentive to the happineſs of His crea- 
tures? can we ſuppoſe Him happy without goodneſs ? 
powerful without activity? and wiſe to no end? Surely 
not only the conſtant preſence of God, but His provi- 
dential care of His creation mult be eſſentially connected 
with His Being. And yet it hath been ſtrangely con- 
cluded, that the wiſe and happy Deity will not interfere 
in, will not buſy itſelf with matters fo poor and ſo trifling 
as every thing in this world muſt be deemed. So that 
although God ſhould be in ſome ſenſe preſent with us, 
yet He will not, He cannot condeſcend to take notice of 
our actions. 

This falſe and irrational opinion is of very antient date. 
It was maintained, in the whole or in its parts, by perſons 

eminent 
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eminent in the ſtudies of philoſophy. It hath been 
adorned by all the charms of poetry which the powers 
of the moſt lively imagination could draw together. It 
was ſupported by the diſſolute examples of the great 
and wealthy amongſt the Greeks and Romans. Would 
to heaven it had . ed there] there, where ſuch an 
error had ſome appearance of excuſe ; where they were 
not only without the glorious light of the Goſpel, but 
where even the beſt underſtandings could not but be 
exceſſively weakened by various ſyſtems of atheiſm or 
polytheiſm, ſuperſtition and idolatry ; where men were 
tofed to and fro with every wind of vain philoſophy, 
and likely to purſue with ſteadineſs and conſtancy that 
courſe only which their paſſions and corrupt inclinations 
might point out to them. But unfortunately it hath not 
ſtopped there. Even with all the advantages which we 
of later ages might enjoy, we have yet had deplorable 
experience of the predominancy of vice, which ſtill 
flatters itſelf with the hopes of impunity, ſelf-fatisfied 
with the ſame kind of vain- notions, and the fame 
empty and unmeaning words. 
There is certainly nothing, even in appearance the 
molt minute amongſt the works of God, but what maſt 
be of real value, becauſe it muſt anſwer ſome end of | 
real importance, although we neither yet have been, 
and perhaps never ſhall be acquainted with it. We 
learn this from our notions of the perfect wiſdom of 
God, which maketh nothing in vain, but hath ſome 
gracious 
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gracious deſign in the formation of every thing viſible 
and inviſible. 

Divine creation gives a Ai to every production. 
Amongſt men 'we eſteem children on account: of their 
parents; the works of art for the fame of the artificer ; 
and if in theſe caſes we are frequently wrong, yet we 
can never miſtake in looking with awe and admiration 
upon every production of the great Father and Maker of 
the worlds. To know therefore in what light we ought 
to view every thing about us, let us only aſk ourſelyes 
who made them. 

And if God in His wiſdom and ads them, 
it is impoſſible to aſſign any D reaſon againſt His 
continual and providential care of them. If there was 
in His nature nothing to prevent His creating them, 
there can be nothing to prevent His having a guardian 
eye over them. On the other hand, the great improve- 
ments in natural enquiries have abundantly confirmed 
even the neceſſity of a perpetual Providence, to which 
the ſucceſſion of every animal and vegetable part of the 
univerſe is as much owing as their original formation, 
and without which not even the parts of a common 
pebble could ſtick together. Take away the over- 
ruling and all- ſupporting hand of God, and all the va- 


triety, beauty, and order of the world would revert into 


confuſion. 
For us in 8 we have, beſides the light of 
improved philoſophy, the ſtill more valuable light of 


true 
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true religion to ade us that mankind at leaſt is of ſome 

value in the eye of their Creator, who condeſcended to 
ſend His Son from heaven to ſecure their final happineſs; 
and for His preſent care of them we have the ſame 
Saviour's teſtimony. God hath commanded us to hear 
Him, and He tells us, that , five ſparrows, which are 
fold for two farthings only, not one of them is forgotten 
before God; and even the very hairs of yu bead are all 
numbered. 

As this Epicurean objection to Providence, founded in 
the infinite happineſs of God and the contemptible opi- 
nion which men affect to entertain of themſelves and the 
| reſt of the viſible world, is big with inconſiſtencies, fo 
alſo is that which bad men farther urge from the moral 
perfections of their Creator. When they ſay that His 

goodneſs is ſuch, that (upon ſuppoſition of His really 
inſpecing every thing upon earth) He muſt be led, of 
neceſſity, to curb or prevent bad actions, what is this 
but to advance their folly into impiety, to finiſh their 
wickedneſs with blaſphemy, and to turn every thing 
that is wretched in themſelves into arguments againſt 
their God? The neceſſity of liberty in moral agents af- 
fords a rational anſwer to this. But the teſtimony of 
ſcripture is clear and explicit, that we actually are aided 
by the filent influences of the holy Spirit, turning us 
from evil actions; and making a way for us to eſcape 
from dangerous temptations. | We cannot tell, indeed, 
when, and how this is done. Poſſibly pain and anxiety; 
poſſibly 
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poſlibly the gentle reproof of a friend ; poſſibly what 
appear to be mere accidental thoughts of our own, may 
each of them be the gracious interpoſition of God him- 
ſelf. And certainly the turpitude and final miſery of fin 
are moſt manifeſtly ſet forth to deter us from it; beſides 
that we have all of us a perpetual monitor within our 
own breaſts, which awakens the dulleſt and checks the 
moſt impetuous. 

From theſe conſiderations it follows, that all events 
al neceſſarily be in the hands of God. Infinite power 
can effect its own purpoſes ;- infinite wiſdom will de- 
termine the ſeaſons for extraordinary interpoſitions; 
mercy will ſoften the rigour of ſtrict juſtice ; otherwiſe, 
what ſeaſons are there when we are not the objects of 
divine wrath and vengeance ? 

If yet neither individuals nor ſocieties are protected 
or deſerted, rewarded or puniſhed, with that apparent 
preciſion and equality which we may preſumptuouſly 
believe we underſtand, (taking upon ourſelves not only 
to determine concerning the integrity, or maliciouſneſs 
of men's thoughts, but to eſtimate perfectly their per- 
ceptions of happineſs or miſery, in their private capa- 
cities; and to know the truth likewiſe, the equity and 
faithfulneſs of all the councils and meaſures of men col- 
lected into communities) ſtill we ſhould reſt ſatisfied; 
that every ſeeming inconſiſtency will be folyed in the 
end; and the revelation of another life through Jeſus 
Chriſt ſhould put an end to all yain ſpeculations. 


8 But 
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But now, were the Providence of God certainly ſo 
limited to a future ſtate, and could we mark no traces 
of particular Providence upon earth, the whole of our 
wiſhes and prayers for temporal bleſſings would be to no 
purpoſe. On the other hand, we ſee through the order 
of the whole creation, and of every part of it, a regu- 
Jarity and ſubſerviency to proper ends, inconſiſtent with 
a ſuppoſal of God Almighty's not directing it perpe- 
tually ; and eſpecially in the rational part of the creation 
we ſee ſuch fitneſſes and propriety as leave no room to 
doubt of a moral government here; virtue in its nature 
accompanied with happineſs, vice with miſery; natural 
hopes of divine protection, which the mind is ſhocked 
at parting with, extending themſelves through all na- 
tions, and by their univerfality- inferring their truth; 
befides the reaſon” of man, ſuggeſting to him that He 
who is infinite reaſon itſelf will govern him according to 
the faculties with which He hath endowed him; not as 
dead matter incapable of merit or demerit, but as ca- 
pable of being virtuous and juſt and merciful, or vitious, 
unjuſt and cruel. | We ſee in His general Providence 
what He hath appointed to be the general conſequences 
of our behaviour : and ſhall we not, muſt we not judge, 
that His extraordinary interpoſitions will be analogous 
to His ordinary government, as being founded in the 
ſame infinite and invariable perfections? Hence it is, 
that we are led to make our humble ſupplications to 
Him, for mercy, for ſupport, for direction and afliſtance; 


and 
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d moſt n not led to this in vain, but ins 
that He careth for us, and that He is the bleſſed and only 
Potentate, King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. 

The ap plication of this to our own circumſtances is 
what remains to be made as the eſſential part of this 
day's ſolemnity. 

_ Firſt then, from * ariſes public good or ill? 
General hiſtory teaches us that ſtates riſe or fall accord- 
ing to the virtues and vices of thoſe who compoſe them; 
and it bears ample teſtimony againſt that pernicious prin- 
ciple, that private vices are public benefits. The Jewiſh 
hiſtory informs us that extraordinary judgments were at 
times inflicted for the fins of the people. And are we 
not at all times warranted in our expectations of ſome- 
what of the ſame kind from the hands of the ſame God ? 
A nation is to another nation as a ſingle man to a ſingle 
man; and therefore there are always ſuch-things as na- 
tional virtues or crimes ariſing from that mutual relation 
which they have to one another. But, ſtrictly ſpeaking, 

thoſe virtues or crimes are compriſed in a narrow com- 
paſs : juſtice and injuſtice may be conceived as including 
all: and theſe muſt entirely depend upon thoſe who bear 
rule. By their conduct alone neighbouring ſtates may 
be juſtified or condemned as to their reciprocal conduct. 
But we cannot be fare that God will judge in this reſpect 
as man may judge. We cannot be ſure that in His fight 
the vices of the people will not be deemed national, and 
bring down national judgments. We. ſhould rather 


C 2 believe, 
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believe, that He will ſcarcely puniſh our enemies, if 
they live in His faith and fear, becauſe their Princes are 
ambitious and perfidious ; and ſcarcely protect us, when 
given up to vice and infidelity, be our Sovereign and his 
ſervants ever ſo juſt and faithful. So that even the juſtice 
of the grounds of war may be an inſufficient plea for 
His aſſiſtance, unleſs it be ſupported by the piety and 
virtue of the bulk of the people. If therefore we really 
hope for the return of peace, let us remember that hen 
our ways ſhall pleaſe the Lord, He will make our enemies 
to be at peace with us. It is in our preſent as in our 
everlaſting concerns — If God be for us, who can be 
againſt us? If God be againſt us, to what purpoſe can 
we exert the greateſt efforts of wiſdom and courage ? to 
what purpoſe are all the moſt warlike and ſkilful prepa- 
rations? Vain are all human plans and endeavours. ' God 
will ſcatter them all as with an eaſt wind before the 
enemy. | FAHDID 9D acne 114760: 1 
Farther. Contemplations upon this ſubject are proper 
at all times; but never more ſo than in thoſe ſeaſons ſet 
apart for a retirement from the houſe of feaſting; and 
more particularly ſo, when the piety of Government 
hath added to the uſual folemnity of the ſeaſon its order 
for a general humiliation for our fins, and a general 
ſupplication for the averting of: the evils under-which 
we labour. And, notwithſtanding the abundance of 
bleſſings which we have enjoyed amidſt an unquiet 
world, plenty, commerce, concord, victory, yet {till 

# war 
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war is in itſelf an actual evil; nay it is an evil although 
it be ſucceſsful. For humanity recoils at it, and is 
- grieved at the effuſion of blood. The braveſt heart, if 


it be not unprincipled, (in which caſe I ſhould much 


doubt the bravery of any heart) cannot review a field 


of battle without horror. We indeed ſit at home and 


do not ſee thoſe diſmal ſcenes. Vet how many are there 
who feel and regret the loſs of thoſe who were deareſt 
to them? The honour which they may have obtained 
to their own memories, and the ſervice which they may 
have done to their country, are indeed alleviations of 
their friend's grief, but they are no more. In a civil 
view too, the expences of war are neceſſary; but yet 
they are an evil, an evil to be felt by us and by gene- 
rations to come. Nor yet, doth paſt ſucceſs imply no 
future danger. Who can ſay that vengeance is not yet 
laid up in-ſtore for our fins? How do we know but that 
the ſwords of the enemy may be the more keen for 
being whetted with diſappointment and diſgrace ? 
We may remember that, in the manifold victories of 
one year, our late moſt gracious Sovereign told his 
people from the throne that he ſaw and adored the hand 
of Providence. What he adored he imitated, and offered 
peace to thoſe whom he had been enabled to ſubdue. 
- Juſtice was ſatisfied, and reſentment was at an end. 
But the injurious are the laſt who forgive, and deſpair 
itſelf is ſometimes productive of the moſt ſucceſsful 
events. Arbitrary monarchs are apt to conſult their own 
| Fe 1 imaginary 
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imaginary . without much regard to their people's 
real happineſs.; and poflibly upon theſe principles it is 
that our enemies have preferred the continuation. of the 
miſeries of war. May we defeat their attempts by en- 
deavouring to render 8 the proper = es of 
divine proteftion'l . 

For conſider once more, whit happineſs at home, 
-what reſpect abroad, what reaſonable hopes of the divine 
favour and protection a nation might enjoy, the great 
body of whoſe people ſhould be accuſtomed to meditate 
upon God's Providence and their own duty; it being 
impoſſible to meditate upon them, with any degree of 
ſeriouſneſs, and yet without a conſequential regulation 
of our conduct, and an acquiſition of virtuous habits. 
When we have done this, we may expect ' bleſſings 
with a modeſt confidence, and ſhall be ready to acquieſce 
under diſappointments with patience. and humility. For 
various are the diſpenſations of God ; unſearchable are 
His judgments; nor always 1 with men's 
purſuits, hopes, or prayers. 2 
However, as His goodneſs can never Fail in the laſt 
reſult of things, ſo we can never err in relying upon it. 
On the other hand we may err very materially either 
by deſpondency or exultation. 

Many years have not paſſed ſince we ſuffered ourſelves 
to ſink deeply into the former, not without ſome reaſon, 
but not without much / more weakneſs and paſſion. 
We had formidable enemies; were deſerted by thoſe 

I whom 
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whom we had befriended; felt the weight of our vices; 
apprehended the approach of our ruin; and then what 
did we? With great ſolemnity we humbled ourſelves 
before God; retained ſome impreſſions of piety for a 
ſhort time; and too ſoon returned into the old round 
of pleaſures and diſſipation of thought, which we had 
ſo much reaſon to deplore. From that ſtate of deſpon-- 
dency we were. next to take care left we ſhould have 
riſen to a worfe ftate: of exultation and preſumption. . 
God had done great things for us; He had bleſt our 
Sovereign's counſels and arms; He had confounded thoſe 
of his enemies. And were our voices then tuned to 
Hallelujahs ? Did we give God the praiſe? or were we 
too ready to ſay that our own arm aud our own ſtrength 
had gotten us thoſe vittories ? That was too much our 
caſe —and preſumption had. its check.. For in an un- 
expected inſtant, he, upon whoſe juſtice, upon whoſe 
wiſdom, upon. whoſe reſolution the nations around us 
relied ; he, whom long experience of the mildeſt go- 
vernment had endeared to his ſubjects; he, of whom we 
ſaid under his ſhadow we ſhall live, was taken from us.— 
May the Almighty ſhower down the choiceſt bleflings 
upon his Royal Succeſſor, protecting him from his ene- 
mies, and rendering him happy in the affections and 
loyalty of a: people, made virtuous by his example, and 
proſperous by his government! 
Laſtly, let this ſolemnity, attended by an intermiffion : 
of buſineſs, a ceſſation from diverſions, and a more than 
ordinary. 
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* abies from meats, engage us to abſtract 


ourſelves. a little from the world, that ſo every man's mind 


may deſcend into itſelf, view its own proceedings, reflect 
with ſhame and ſorrow upon what it ſhall find amiſs, 
and determine to rectify all its diſorders. And let our 
prayers. be accompanied with great humility, and with a 
ſerious and deep ſenſe of our ignorance and infirmities. 
For we ſhall preſume too much in favour of our own 


knowledge, if we apprehend ourſelves to be competent 


judges when and in what meaſure God will condeſcend 
to interpoſe his power in an extraordinary manner ; and 
we ſhall equally preſume too-much in favour of our own 


virtue, if we believe ourſelves to be more juſtly than 


others the objects of His immediate protection, unleſs 


we turn from our fins with carnrfinels: and with. 


perſeverance, | 
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